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Introduction 


n 1974 it occurred to me that the community of Ireland should 

have a written history, and with considerable over-confidence I 
decided Thorne Craig was the one who should write it. He was 
very much interested in the project but had his own ideas about 
who would do it. He soon prepared a broad outline along with 
some detailed information and suggested that I do some research 
and write the history. He moved to Ohio but we kept up a writ- 
ten correspondence until his death in 1980. After doing a con- 
siderable amount of digging for information I put the project 
aside. 

Suggestions were made by other interested persons as to what 
. Should be included. One of these was to the effect that the early 
settlers should be mentioned and possibly a little of their family 
"history. It soon became apparent that this was beyond the scope 
of the history and my ability. A compromise resulted in the in- 
clusion of the names of the first settlers and the approximate date 
they came. Readers native to the area who have attained suffi- 
cient years will recognize these family names and will know of 
their descendants. 

Much of what was collected is oral in nature and major con- 
tributors were Earl W, Bird (1883-1979), Dr. Wilbur W. Westfall 
(1896-1985) of Los Alamitos, California and Maud Watson Hyer 
(1886-1984), through her son, Thorne C. Craig. The Archives at 
the State Capitol contain copies of Lewis County records, 
microfilm copies of the two county newspapers, and census 
reports which were of considerable help and, in some instances, 
corroborated oral history. Other people provided information 


that added to the accuracy of the manuscript through interviews 
or letters. These include Mrs. Julia Crawford, Hugh W. Cunnin- 
gham, Mrs. Ivy Warner Pritt Hawkins, James R. Mealey (1886- 
1979), Raymond C. Westfall (1886-1984), and Dale Pickens. A 
few provided specific information that was not available else- 
where from records in their possession or available to them. 
These are Mrs. Jean Brown Bruffey, early blacksmith informa- 
tion; Mrs. Genevieve Powers McClain, an official list of the 
postmasters; Hobart J. “Sam” Mick, names of school teachers; 
Mrs. Clifford Shumaker, the Bouse store; and Edward Sprigg, in- 
formation on the building and dedication of the churches, from 
his grandmother’s diary. a 

There will be mistakes found, of course. It is hoped they will be 
minimal in number and importance. In any case, regret is ex- 
pressed for them. 

—Nathan Cly Reger 
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The Beginning 


he land on which the village of Ireland and the surrounding 

area is located was a part of two patents of land made to Dr. 
James Stratton of Philadelphia by the Commonwealth of Virginia 
in the late 1780s. The two patents totaling 12,000 acres, were ad- 
joining, and extended beyond the present county lines separating 
Braxton and Webster Counties from Lewis County. A part of the 
Stratton grants was conveyed to Benjamin Willard of 
Parkersburg, and the earliest settlers purchased from him the 
land that was to become their homes and farm sites. 

Andrew Wilson is regarded as the first settler and, “Being not 
long in the country from Ireland, gave the place its name,” accord- 
ing to Edward C. Smith’s History of Lewis County, (1920). Roy 
Bird Cook, in a series of articles called “Collins Settlement of 
Old,” written in 1922, states that Wilson was born in 1729, came 
to America in the early 1800s and died in 1843. In 1827 he and his 
wife Elizabeth, his brother John and his wife Jane M., purchased 
600 acres of land from Benjamin Willard. The fact that Andrew 
is regarded as the first settler leaves the impression that John did 
not arrive with Andrew despite the purchase of the land at the 
same time. At least John does not share first settler honors. The 
place of purchase was known as “The Ireland Settlement” until a 
post office was established twenty years later and the word “set- 
tlement” was dropped. It should be noted that in 1825 Henry Cun- 
ningham obtained 1500 acres of land on “Naules” Creek, located 
in the general area but still outside the area that was to become 
the Ireland Community. His descendants became much a part of 
the community in the years to come. 


It was suggested by one person very much interested in this 
project that something on the first settlers be included as a part 
of the history. That would involve family histories and even if 
brief, would require much additional work and increase the prob- 
ability of error. It was decided, in lieu of this, to give the names 
and dates of land purchases, when known, of the very first arrivals 
and then later ones. The first are included in the period from 
Wilson’s arrival up to the beginning of the Civil War, a second 
group from that time to 1900, and a third group from 1900 into 
the 1920s. 

Deeds from the period provide names of the early settlers who 
purchased land. Land owners did not always become settlers, al- 
though most did. On the other hand some might have lived on the 
land owned by others for several years, and their names might not 
be known. Deeds show the following to have purchased land in 
the pre-Civil War period. The probability of error is likely and 
some names may be omitted, but itis believed the list is reasonab- 
ly accurate. The year of land purchase is shown in parenthesis. 
The names of wives are included when known: Henry and Mar- 
garet Harris (1831); Thomas and Sarah Armstrong (1836); 
Joseph and Elizabeth Bennett (1836); Robert McCray (1836); 
Moses and Phoebe Cunningham (1839); Job and Margaret Bland 
(1839); Robert and Elizabeth Clark (1839); John and Julie Knise- 
ly or Kniceley (1841); John Pullin (1842); Jess McChord (1842); 
Jesse and Jane Bouse (1842); George and Matilda Clark (1842); 
Michael and Matilda Kiley or Kelly (1843); Oren and Elizabeth 


Warner on Big Run (1846); Walter and Hannah Mick (1855); | 
James L. and Martha (?) Burbridge (1852); Jesse and Martha _ 


Wilfong (1858); John and Margaret Galford (1851); Erasmus R. 
and Harriet Brown; both born in the area in the 1850s; Nathan 
and Isabel Reger (1859) and James and Margaret Bruffey (1860). 
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Direct descendants of Andrew Wilson, Joseph Bennett, Henry 
Cunningham, Walter Mick, James Galford, Erasmus Brown, 
Nathan Reger and James Bruffy are living in the community area 
at the present time. 

A second group came between the end of the Civil War and 
1900, and included the following: Thomas and Lucinda McClain 
(1865); Andrew and Elizabeth Bird (1866); Samuel and Amanda 
Bird (1866); John F. and Harriet Bull (1873); Martin L. Watson 
and Rose Wilson Watson (187?); Benjamin F. Musgrave (1875); 
Presley and Belle Crawford (1880); Alvin B. and Julia Westfall 
(1885); Harvey and America Ware (188?); Floyd B. Eurit (1890); 
and George W. And Dora Bacorn (1897). There is no doubt that 
the Bacorns lived in the community before 1897, but no earlier 
deed could be found. Most of these people moved into the area 
from adjoining or more distant counties or places. Some were 
born in the community, grew up and married —as in the case of 
Rose Wilson Watson and Erasmus and Harriet Brown. 

A final few must be listed even though they came after 1900, 
These are Thaddeus Sobisca Swick (1901); A. Newton and Aril- 
la Spaur (1906); the James Paugh family (1906); Andrew Bacorn 
(1906); Samuel Ed and Georgia McClain (1909); Walter Adams 
(1905(?); David and Temty Mealey (1912); George S. and Bessie 
Andrew (1919) and Alva and Georgia Alkire (1920s). 

What kind of land did the first arrivals buy? What was this 
Ireland-to-be territory like? Those who came first bought pieces 
of wilderness. They bought an isolation so complete as to defy im- 
agination or description. As time passed they made progress in 
clearing the land and getting garden patches and farms started, in 
improving their living. They soon found they needed three or four 
things of major importance to make life easier and better—such 
as a store, a school, a church and a post office. The closest Store 
was at Bennetts’ Mill, now Walkersville. Which came first is not 
known, but all came and probably within a five year period. 
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Names were given to a few of the higher hills for identification 
or reference purposes. When they were named and by whom is 
not identifiable or important and little imagination is needed for 
name origins. One is of interest and raises questions. The hill just 
beside the village became Chestnut Knob while two others are 
Sugar Knob and Cochran’s (pronounced Cawthorn) Knob. The 
county road leading off the Ireland Duffy road crossed a low hill 
at the Braxton-Lewis County line known as Moon Hill, after the 
Moon family. The Devils’ Darning Needle is an interesting and 
imaginative title given to another and more prominent hill. Why 
is it so named? Who gave it the name? It is true the hill is pointed 
but lacks a lot of being either needle shaped or needle sharp. The 
north side is very rough and rocky. Could there have once been a 
roughly needle-shaped stone there? Or the remnant of a lightn- 
ing-struck tree? 

Streams were called runs, or occasionally forks. The terms 
creek or branch were rarely used, if at all, while in common use 
in other areas of the state. Sugar Camp Run leaves no doubt that 
at one time someone camped there while making maple sugar or 
syrup. In this case it was a McChord and the name at one time 
was McChord’s Sugar Camp. A hollow leading off of Sugar Camp 
Run was called Starved Hollow. The reason for such a suggestive 
name is easily decided but who the hungry person was is not 
known. McChord Run was named after early resident Jess Mc- 
Chord, Next and opposite the present Bruffey home is Briar Run, 
and just across the ridge from it is Holly Run, which starts at the 
Brown hill and empties in the Right Fork at the village. The last 
stream is named Alum Fork because a deposit of alum, or 
aluminum sulfate, was found near the headwaters. It was so 
named prior to 1838 when Henry Harris sold John Pullen 242 
acres of land. The land was purchased by George Clark in 1842 
and by Presley Crawford about forty years later. In time the place 
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became known as the Crawford Hollow. Toward Duffy was Beech 
Fork and emptying into it was what was once known as the Dick 
Brown Hollow. Big Run to the west of the village and the two Fall 
Runs in the edge of Braxton County complete the list of insig- 
nificant streams. 
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The Village of Ireland 
The way it looked about 1910-20. 


The parsonage of the M.E. Church South is shown in the upper left corner, 
the grist mill is at right center; the house at the lower front is believed to 
have been owned by Bayard McClain and the house in the lower right 
corner belonged to the Paugh family. (Photograph courtesy of Mrs. Erma 
Lowther Veith, Falls Mill.) 


une 
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rH, 

The house at upper ‘ett was the home of John and Ingabe Bennett; the two 
story building in the lower right was the iOOF property; the two-story build- 
ing beside the track was the home and store of Carrie Lowther; the track 
above and behind the depot (lower left) led to the planing mill. 
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This aerial Eooyraph of Ireland was taken in 1988 by Harold “Rocky” 
Parsons of Ireland, 


The Churches and Preachers 


Tre first school house was also used for church services and was 

sometimes referred to as the “church school.” It was so used 
until churches were built. Raymond C, Westfall wrote in 1976 that 
he remembered the school and mentioned a platform at the end 
of the room with two stands or pedestals on it. 

In December, 1890, John T. Musgrave and his wife, Samuel L. 
Bird and his wife, and Minor H. McCray conveyed by deed to Wil- 
liam K. Wilson, William E, Mick, G. L, Cunningham, Isaac 
Weaver and John T. Musgrave, as trustees of the M. E. Church, 
North, a lot of one-half acre, A church was built and, according 
to the diary of Mrs. Lucetta Anderson, was dedicated September 
20, 1891. John Haney was thought to have been the carpenter in 
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charge of construction. On September 9, 1892, alot of one fourth 
acre was conveyed by Minor H. McCray to F.B. Eurit, P. H. Craw- 
ford, A. B, Westfall, N. F. Reger, J. R. Reger, Adam Wilfong and 
Minor McCray, trustees of the M. E. Church, South. A church was 
built and was dedicated October 21, 1894, again according to Mrs. 
Anderson’s diary. It is very likely that Alvin B. Westfall was in 
charge of the building of this church. He hada saw mill and aplan- 
ing mill and was a fine carpenter. The newer church building was 
larger than the older one. It may have been so built for status pur- 
poses orin optimistic anticipation of future needs. Areportin the 
Weston Democrat, dated July 20, 1906 stated, “The Southern M. 
E. Church, which had blown off its foundation, was placed on a 
new foundation and is almost as good as ever.” see 

The two churches faced each other and were separated by the 
county road and creek. Joint services were held intermittently 
over a period of years — sometimes in one church, sometimes in 
the other —but separate services were usually the regular proce- 
dure, After the union of the Northern and Southern churches in 
1939, the M. E. Church, South building was torn down. Each 
church had a parsonage. The parsonage of the Northern church 
was located at Duffy and the parsonage of the Southern church 
at Ireland. The latter was purchased from the church by James 
Pritt in the early 1920s, after the circuit was moved to 
Walkersville. It was obtained from him by the George S. Andrew 
family and became the Andrew home. 


Preachers 


According to the Bouse family history, Jesse Bouse was the first 
preacher in the area. County marriage records provide the 
names of other preachers. Records of marriages of couples whose — 
names are associated with the area account for the following 
names. Itis assumed these persons served local churches, whether 


Ss ee SS ae 
: Treland, WV 


10 


formally or informally established, from time to time, if not on a 
regular basis. The records show, for example, Michael Kelley 
(Kiley) and Matilda G, Wilson were married in 1843 by John 
Smith, and on 1865 Samuel F. Wilson and Margaret Armstrong 
were married by J. Bouse. Following is an incomplete list cover- 
ing the period from 1860 to 1900: William Sisk (1866); Jno S. Pul- 
lin (1874); L. D. Casto (1874); W. E. Lovett (1876); R. E. Walden 
(1878); John Conwell (1879); W. E. Leach (1879 and later); Wil- 
liam N. Childress (1882); D. S. Haymond (1884); H. C. Queen 
(1885); T. W. Ireland (1889); W. B. Fisher (1890); F. M. Canfield 
(1891-92); M. M. Everly (1893); H. Poling (1896); T. S. Wade 
(1896); W. T. W. Sleeth (1898) and W. M. Hiner (1899), An in- 
complete list of the ministers serving the M. E. Church, South 
after 1900 was obtained from the county newspapers and is as fol- 
lows: G. L. Ingram (1904-07); William O’Dell (1908-11); I. S. 
Tyler (1912); J. N. Herald (1916-19); C. L. Stealy (1920); P. R. 
Rood (1920). 

Information obtained from West Virginia Wesleyan College 
shows the circuit was transferred to Walkersville in 1920 and the 
following served the Ireland church from there: C. L. Stealy 
(1920-21); Thomas R. Floyd (1921-23); D. C. Wilhelm (1924); L. 
L. Jackson (1925-26); Moss Bias (1927-1934?). 

Mr. Dale Pickens of Duffy provided the following names and 
dates relating to the M. E. Church, North: A. L. Ireland (1899- 
1902); James W. Mahood (1902-03); S. E. Weaver (1903-04); E. 
C. Woodruff (1904-06); C. H. Higginbotham (1906-09); J. J. Kel- 
ley (1909-10); W. E. Boone (1910-14); J. J. Gross (1914); W. A. 
Miller (1915-16); G, G. Jones (1916-17); W. E. Boone (1917-22); 
J. L. Perry (1922-24); William Simons (1924-41). 

Mr. Simons, during his seventeen year tenure, traveled his cir- 
cuit much or all of the time by horseback. His horse, “Old Buck,” 
was known locally by everyone and carried his owner hundreds 
of miles traveling to and from his churches. 
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The Schools 


There is no doubt that the first school was a subscription one, in 

which parents paid a teacher a small amount per pupil to con- 
duct a short school program. When the first such school was con- 
ducted cannot be determined, but it is possible, and likely 
probable, that it could have been some time in the 1840s. The first 
known school was built on land owned by Robert Clark, later pur- 
chased by William K. Wilson. It was typical of the time. Built from 
logs, it had benches for seats but had no desks. Books and slates 
were kept on the benches. A wide board was attached to the wall 
for use as a desk to practice writing and penmanship, 

This building still stands and is located beside the highway 
about one half mile south of the church. The school was called 
the Clark School for a while and was used also for church services, 
Tt was known by some as the “church-school.” Earl W. Bird, in 
1976 and when he was 93, recalled that the M. E. Church, South, 
conducted services in it. Raymond C. Westfall, at age 90, remem- 
bered the school building being used as a church and said his ear- 
liest recollection of it was “two pedestals upon the platform,” 
which gave it a church-like appearance. 

The building was used for school and church services until 
churches were built and a new frame school house was built near- 
by. At that time an addition was made to the old building and the 
logs were covered with siding. It was used as a home by Elizabeth 
Weaver Wilson and her daughter, Grace, and was known for 
many years as the “Lizzie Wilson house.” It is still in use as a 
dwelling. 

The earliest teachers are unknown, but one of the earliest 
known was James Bruffey. In the 1870s and 1880s some of the 
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teachers were Steward, John A, Sallie, and William S. (“Uncle 
Billy”) Bird, A. M. Lewis and possibly George Blair. 

Records of the county board of education list the following and 
the years they taught: Oscar B. Westfall (1890-91); Lucetta 
Anderson ( 1891-92); Sallie Bird (1892-93); Gertrude Reger 
(1893-94); Dayton Lewis (?) (1894-95); M. Dayton Lewis (1895- 
96); Lloyd Bunten (1896-97); Ocie Westfall (1897-98); A. P, 
Crawford ( 1898-99); Ocie Westfall (1899-1900); Unknown (1900- 
1901); Audra W, Reger (1901-05), 

In 1905 a frame school house was built about three hundred 
feet from the old school by Oscar B. Westfall, The first school 


treasury. A pie supper was held on the evening of April 4 to raise 
money for the school. 

Teachers were certified on the basis of teacher examination 
test Scores with first, second and third grade certificates and were 


In July, 1918, George W. Blair, Secretary of the Board of 
Education of Collins Settlement District reported teachers’ 
salaries of $62.00, $50.00 and $38.00 per month. 
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Ivy Pritt Hawkins, nee Ivy Warner, attended this school from 
Big Run and recalled, “The desks at first didn’t have metal legs 
put later ones did. They were painted gray and had no inkwells. 
There were a few oil lamps around the wall with reflectors at the 
back, There was a water bucket and some pupils had collapsible 
drinking cups. We finally got a flag. I think we had a peanut so- 
cial to get money to pay for it.” A boardwalk was built from the 
village up to the school. A newspaper item indicated it was com- 
pleted in February, 1911. 

School terms at this time started in early October and ended in 
early April. Teachers at the school and the years they taught were: 
Audra W. Reger (1902-07); Druzilla Paugh (1907-08); Lott Car- 
rol (1908-09); Audra W. Reger (1909-13); Unknown (1913-14): 
Margaret Mahoney (1914-15). 

With the passing of time the village developed, and the loca- 
tion of the school became inconvenient. An issue of one of the 
county papers carried the announcement that President W. K 
Hall and G. W. Simons of the Board of Education were in Irelanc 
in early March (1915) looking for a site for the new school build- 
ing to be built in the coming summer. 

This building was also built by Oscar B. Westfall. A son, Dr. 
Wilbur W. Westfall, recalled that the lumber for the building was 
carried by Rhaul Reger and Raymond Westfall from a nearby 
planing mill. The building faced north, had steps up to the porch, 
a belfry and bell. Earlier schools used hand bells. There was @ 
cloak room for caps, coats and lunch pails. The desks were double, 
and a stand at the back of the room held a water container with 
push button tap. A Burnside stove stood in the center of the room. 
The teacher’s desk and chair and recitation benches complete¢ 
the furnishings. Black boards were on each side of the door. A 
large kerosene lamp with a reflector was suspended from the ceil- 
ing and gave the only light when the building was used at night 
for occasional entertainment. This included spelling bees, literary 
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society presentations, on rare occasions a play, and political ad- 
dresses by office seekers. Pictures of George Washington and 
Abraham Lincoln were standard wall adornment. Occasionally 
someone would bring a large hornet’s nest. Some teachers kept a 
stout switch ina corner for those occasions when corporal punish- 
ment was needed. The boys sat on one side of the room, the girls 
on the other. Drinking water was carried in a pail from the pump 
over in the village and there were always plenty of volunteers for 
the task as the brief trip for water was a welcome break from 
school. 

In 1922 a second room was added to the building. The first four 
grades were taught in the old room, usually referred to as “the lit- 
tle room,” and the fifth through the eighth in the new addition. 
Hugh Cunningham was the first teacher in the new room. It was 
customary in the spring to take the school visiting to a neighbor- 
ing school a mile or two away. A truant officer visited the schools 
occasionally as a reminder that kids should attend school. So 
called Free School Examinations, a two-day ordeal, were con- 
ducted in the spring for eighth graders. Those who passed needed 
no longer attend school or could go on to high school after the 
high school was built at Walkersville in 1921-22. A Public School 
Day was held at the high school for all schools in the district near 
the end of the school term. Representatives of each school could 
compete in arithmetic and spelling and in foot races and high 
jumping. The Public School Day ended in 1931. 

District school records were destroyed after the County Unit 
Plan was adopted in the early 1930s. Official records, for some of 
the years are lacking and the names of teachers are from memory 
of those who attended the schools, and sometimes supported by 
announcements in the county papers: Delia Gum (1915-16) (she 
resigned during the school year and the term was completed by 
C. O. Skinner); a Mrs. Boggs (1916-17); Fred Weaver (1917-21); 
French Boone (1921-22). 
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Teachers after the second room was added are shown with 
teachers of the upper grades listed first: Hugh Cunningham and 
O. D. Brown (1922-23); O. P. Heavener and Ocie Harper (1923- 
24); Mae Bennett and Pauline Cunningham (1924-26); Pauline 
Cunningham and Ocie Harper (1926-27); Lewis D, Wetzel and 
Tris Burke (1927-28); George Blair and Ethel Simms (1928-29): 
Russell Bird and Mossie Bias (1929-30); Velva Bland (1930-31): 
Earl Bird and Opal Jones (1931-32). 

The following list is an official list from the files of the County 
Board of Education and was provided by Hobart J. “Sam” Mick. 
Assistant County Superintendent of Schools: Dallas W. Reger 
(1932-35); Russell Bird (1935-37); Harley Reger and Virginia | 
Hall (1937-38); Herald Weaver (1938-39); Herald Weaver and 
Arlene Peterson (1939-42); Ruth Rexroad and Arlene Peterson 
(1942-43); March Linger (1943-44); Charles E. McIntosh and 
Ruth Rexroad (1944-49); Charles E. McIntosh and Clara Law | 
(1949-56); Ethel John and Clara Law (1956-57); Hobart J. Mick 
and Clara Law (1957-60); Clara Law (1960-61); Hobart J. Mick 
and Clara Law (1961-63); Clara Law (1963-64). The school closed 
September 9, 1963. 
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The Stores 


sageonting to the Bouse family history, the first store was estab- 
ished by Jesse Bouse about 1845 near the mouth of McChord 
Run on the Bouse Property, later owned by William E, Mick and, 
still later by Audis Armstrong. A letter from Mrs, Clifford 
Shumaker (nee Mary Bouse), a great granddaughter of Jesse 
Bouse, of Dallas, Texas, States, “The foundation of the store now 
Supports a barn on the farm, The store was inherited by Jesse S. 
Bouse who sold its contents to Nathan Reger around 1879.” 
The first store in the village itself was owned by Phillip A. 
Lorentz. Authority for this is a letter written to The Weston Inde- 
pendent, February 13, 1917, by N. F. Reger. When he started the 
Store is not known, but an existing ledger shows the contents of 
the store were invoiced in October, 1882, leaving the impression 
that the Lorentz and Reger stores were in operation at the same 
time. The store location is unknown but may have been at the 
same place where stores were later operated by the Musgraves 
and Armstrongs. The Reger store was located across the road 
from the site, many years later, of the Alkire Funeral Home. 
Morris Watson ( 1882-1977), wrote that when he was a small 
boy there were two stores in the village, one owned by Bernard 
Porter Musgrave and the other by Nathan Reger, Musgrave trans- 
ferred a lot containing a house and barn to John D. Armstrong 
on November 19, 1891. The deed mentions a store as a Starting 
place for the survey. It is believed this store was the Musgrave 
Store and the house became the Armstrong residence and later 
the Watson Hotel. 
John D. Armstrong and his son Charles operated a store at this 
location from 1892 to 1906. This site was the location of a store 
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until about 1950. Earl Bird reported that John D., a Union Army 
veteran, “kept a large picture of himself, in uniform, prominent- 
ly displayed in the store. This did not endear him to the partisans 
of The Southern Cause, and they did their buying at another store 
when one was available.” Others who had stores in this building 
were: S. Letch Cunningham and James O. Bleigh (1906-08); 
Alonzo Mick (1908); Howard Wellon (1909-14); James Pritt 
(1914-22), who had Audis Armstrong as a partner part of this 
time. Pritt sold the store to Frank Andrew who had it for a short 
while and sold to George Powers who kept it until 1933 when he 
sold it to George S. Andrew. Fred and Genevieve McClain pur- 
chased it from him about 1938 and ran a store until 1950. Since 
then the building has been used as a residence. The above dates, 
up to 1922, were found in the county newspapers. The later dates 
are best estimates and recollections of people living in the com- 
munity during the time. 

John L. and Charles Bennett, brothers, had a store at or near 
the location of the store operated by the Craig family for several 
years and where Martha and Martin “Penny” Craig now live. The 
Bennett store’s beginning is not known exactly but the account 
ledger of E. R. Brown, blacksmith, shows as debits purchases he 
made from this store in May, 1892, which included: a pound of 
coffee (25¢); two pounds of sugar (10¢), one half gallon of lamp 
oil (08¢) and two plugs of tobacco (25¢). The Bennetts sold the 
store to Clark Weaver, probably in 1898, the year he became the 
postmaster. The census of 1900 lists his occupation as “dealing in 
groceries and notions.” He moved out of the village in 1906 or 
1907 and sold the property to Miss Carrie Lowther in 1907. Ap- 
parently she had a millinery shop in 1906 or earlier, as an item in 
the July 20, 1906 issue of The Weston Democrat noted, “Carrie 
Lowther, the milliner, has been in Cincinnati this week.” Items in 
the paper in 1909 and 1910 refer to her millinery store. Dr. Wil- 
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bur W. Westfall, who was born in the village and spent his 
boyhood there, advised that during this time she lived with 
Elizabeth Wilson about one half mile south of the village and 
walked to and from her shop. In 1917 she purchased what was 
knownas the Eliza Mick building, established a general store, and 
operated it until her death. During these years of operation she 
lived in an apartment over the store. 

The property was next acquired by A. L. “Dick” Daugherty and 
his wife, Mary Bland Daugherty, and they rana general store until 
about 1949 or 1950, The post office was located in the building 
all or much of this time while Mrs. Daugherty was postmaster, 
Kirk Whitman was the next owner, followed by Arch Skinner who 
tore the building down and replaced it with the one now standing 
on the site. He sold to Tyrus “ y” Stalnaker and the Thorne Craig 
family purchased it from him. Mrs, Craig and her daughter Nancy 
and son Martin “Penny” ran the store until 1984 when it closed. 
For the first time in more thana century there was no store in the 
village. Nancy and Martin Craig are great, great, great 
grandchildren of Andrew Wilson, the first settler. 

In 1892 Alvin B. Westfall purchased a cabinet shop from Char- 
les C. Armstrong. He was listed in the census as a building con- 
tractor and, as mentioned elsewhere, had a variety of timber 
telated interests. He was also a farmer. The shop was used to 
make door and window frames, bed steads, tables, other furniture 
and coffins and was equipped with tools for that purpose. 
Raymond C. Westfall, a son, wrote that “the equipment included 
a ‘hand-driven’ rip saw, a mortise machine, which was foot 
powered, and a ‘foot-driven’ lathe.” Initially, coffins (caskets) 
were not made in anticipation of death. After a death one was 
made based on height and shoulder width of the deceased. Even- 
tually they were made in a variety of sizes and stored until needed, 
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Oscar B. Westfall, another son, was also a carpenter and took 
over the shop in 1900. He enlarged the building by adding a cof- 
fin room and a second floor for furniture and wallpaper. A broad 
tange of items were stocked and a general hardware store was 
developed which sold heavy and light horse harnesses and farm 
machinery. He was described as an obliging proprietor and would 
special order items of individual interest that customers re- 
quested. An example of such an order was that of Alonzo “Lon” 
Mick who became interested in making a perpetual motion 
machine and needed a number of iron balls for the project. 
Delivery was slow or the customer’s interest was fleeting because 
by the time the balls arrived the customer was no longer inter- 
ested and did not take them. The balls laid around the store for 
several years and finally disappeared. The store had at least one 
violin in stock based on a remark by Wilbur Westfall that “Doc 
Corder spent a good bit of time at the store sawing away on that 
fiddle.” O. B. Westfall was a Justice of the Peace for a while and 
the second floor of the store was also used as a court room on the 
rare occasions when trials were held. The building housed the 
telephone switch board from 1909 to 1912 and the post office 
from 1918 to 1921. In 1909 Westfall purchased a hearse to im- 
prove his undertaking service. 

The building and lot were purchased in 1921 by John and Ed 
Sprigg, brothers. They tore down the old building and built one 
of two stories in which they carried on a hardware business. They 
eventually sold the property to George S. Andrew who used it to 
store furniture and caskets. He sold the property to a person who 
tore down the building with the intention of erecting a house on 
the lot. That did not come about, and a small building was put up 
which housed the post office for many years. 

In 1900 Dr. Floyd B, Eurit and Minor H. McCray purchased a 
lot from John L. Bennett and built a two story building which 
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housed the Eurit-McCray store. Ownership went to McCray who 
sold it in 1906 to H. C. Hamric who ran it until his death in 1913, 
Subsequent owners who carried ona store business, and believed 
to be in order, were: Sam C. Davis, George S. Andrew, Brooks 
Powers, James L. McQuain, Alva “Ab” Mealey and Fred Mc- 
Clain. The latter had it from around 1936-1938. The building was 
purchased by Alva Alkire and used by him for many years for 
storage purposes for the Alkire Funeral Home. 

In the interest of completeness it should be pointed out that 
Jacob Prince had a small store in the village for a short time about 
1900 or 1901. Its location is not known. Still another store existed 
for a short time. Started by James Houghton, its location is not 
known and its time of operation is believed to have been between 
1917 and 1920. 

As a variety of stores now meet the needs of the time, a single 
store then attempted to provide all those things the people 
needed but could not provide on their own. An inventory of an 
Ireland store in the 1880s reveals an astonishing list of stock in 
the store. Clothing of course for men and women, boys and girls, 
and shoes too. The following items were also available: watch 
chains, fish hooks, spectacle cases, hat cord, corsets, corset 
strings, kid gloves (50¢), ladies hose (16-2/3¢), machine needles 
(1¢), balls of potash, madder, oyster shells, alum, salt peter, hand 
saws, asafoetida, hog rings, gimlets, Hungarian nails, open links, 
coffin screws, coffin tacks, coffin hinges (11¢), coffin lace, sheep 
shears, powder, lead, sheep bells, garden hoes (20¢), plow points, 
coffee mills (37-1/2¢), cake flues, wash pans, tin cups (2-1/2¢), tea 
pots, pokers, looking glass, steel traps, chambers (30¢), shoe 
laces, razors, razor straps, shaving brushes, McGuffy’s Fourth 
Reader, gents paper collars, velvet (15¢ per yd.), horse collars 
($1.00), apple peelers (50¢), matches, lamp wicks, stogies, candy, 
corn planters, grain cradles, cradle fingers, shoe eyelets, shoe 
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nails, syth [sic], snath, lamp chimneys, rope, clover seed, woo! — 
twine, axle grease, horse yokes, horse girths, stirrups, axe hand- | 
les, wash boards, mauls, boot jacks and essence. 

Old photographs show another building which should be men- 
tioned. It was a two story one, erected between the doctor’s of- — 
fice and the store next to the hotel. Information as to when it was _ 
built, by whom and for what purpose, has not been found. The . 
second floor could have been used as a meeting place for one o7 
the lodges, but that is speculation. Children knew it as the 


“Booger Hole.” 
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The Post Office 


ey had the best of reasons to be concerned about the need 
for a post office. The closest one was at Collins Settlement, the 
earliest settlement in the southern end of the county, and located 
along the West Fork River seven or eight miles away. In time the 
place became known as Jacksonville, and a covered wooden 
bridge crossed the river there, Jacksonville disappeared with the 
passing of time. People from the Ireland Settlement had to travel 
to this point until 1835 when a post office was established at 
Bennett’s Mill, which became Walkersville. They were served by 
that one until Ireland got its own office in 1846. The following list 
of names of the postmasters and date of their appointment was 
given to Thorne Craig by Genevieve Powers McClain: Jesse 
Bouse (August 5, 1946); Isaac Bouse (December 12, 1849); Jesse 
Bouse (December 17, 1852); Wellington V.Chides (July 2, 1855); 
James Bruffey (March 14, 1856); Nathan Reger (March 11, 1859); 
Jesse Bouse (August 22, 1865); John Bird (September 27, 1866); 
Nathan Reger (October 9, 1867); Jesse Bouse (April 26, 1869); 
Jesse S. Bouse (October 16, 1871); John A. Riley (July 21, 1873); 
Nathan Reger (September 11, 1873); Isaac Weaver (July 15, 
1889); Clark M. Weaver (April 18, 1898); James O. Bleigh 
(March 17, 1906); Alonzo Mick (August 10, 1908); Howard H. 
Wellon (February 16, 1910); Druzilla Paugh (April 24, 1915); 
Alta V. Herald (Acting) (August 20, 1917); Oscar B. Westfall, 
(February 6, 1918); Mae Bland (Daugherty) (July 23, 1921); 
Genevieve Powers McClain (September 1, 1945). 
The post offices were usually located either in a store owned 
by the postmaster or the residence of the postmaster. When Mae 
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Bland was appointed she had the office in a room of the house 
opening on the front porch of the Bland home. In earlier days 
when there was little mail, a small box served adequately. When 
Jesse Bouse was postmaster he built a small cabinet with a glass- 
windowed door to keep the mail. This cabinet went to Nathan 
Reger when he purchased the contents of the Bouse Store. It was 
returned to Mrs. Dorothy Bouse Shumaker by Claude L. Reger 
in 1960. 

Mail was carried from Walkersville to Ireland, Duffey, Bablin 
and, later to Wildcat and Ingo. In 1913 a “rural route” was estab- 
lished that went to Hettie, Hermoine, Joppa and Letch, long for- 
gotten places in Braxton County . This route was fifteen miles long 
and was covered once every week day. It was first contracted to 
Walter Malcomb at $313 annually, according to a Weston 
Democrat news item. William Helmick was a later carrier. 

Every community did not have a post office. Knawls’ Creek 
Community, or just Knawl, was one of these. James “Jim” Mealey 
said he could remember seeing Dee Wellon, George D. Walton, 
Jesse Cunningham, his own grandfather, and two others walking 
over the hills from Knaw to Ireland to get their Civil War pen- 
sion checks, 

Earl Bird remarked that as a small boy he had to walk from the 
Bird home, well up on Sugar Camp Run to the post office at 
Ireland. He recalled one occasion when the mail was carried by 
a young black man about eighteen years of age and this was the 
first time he had seen a member of the black race. 
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Other Services Needed 


Medical, Dental and Veterinary 


n January, 1863 several children in the general area of 

Walkersville died of diphtheria and note was made of this by 
Mrs. Jane Bennett of Walkersville in her diary. Many years later 
Clark Sprigg of Walkersville made these written remarks about 
the entry. “Now, as to that diphtheria epidemic. About the fall of 
1861, there was an old doctor named Singer who came into the 
Ireland neighborhood and made his home at Peggy Bland’s just 
above Ireland. He was a fine doctor, anda specialist on throat dis- 
eases.” Mr Sprigg was regarded as an authority on local history 
and his remarks are the first written record of a medical doctor 
living and practicing in the area. It is highly probable that he was 
the first trained doctor the community knew. Peggy Bland was 
Margaret Bland, widow of Job Bland, who died about 1855. 

The census of 1870 lists William Hutchinson, age 43, as a 
physician. The census ten years later lists him, age 53, occupation, 
a doctor. The census at that time shows he lived south of Ireland 
near the Braxton County line. In later years he moved near Duffy 
on Glady Fork. In 1890 Floyd B. Eurit, of Barbour County, 
graduated from Baltimore Medical School and in the same year 
started a medical practice at Ireland, with an office located just 
above the present Craig residence. He maintained this practice 
until 1913 when he moved to Florida. He was succeeded by Dr. 
G. C. Corder, also from Barbour County but who had been in 
practice at Palmer, Braxton County. He remained until about 
1920 and moved out of the area. He was the last resident doctor 
the community and vicinity had. After his departure medical help 
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was provided by Dr. John Burk of Crawford and Dr. O. O. Bennett 
of Walkersville. A doctor Moore is reported to have practiced 
and lived at Ireland for a brief time in the early 1930s. 

Early dental service was limited to the extraction of teeth. 
usually by the doctor. Other service was furnished by a dentist 
who moved to the village for a few days. A newspaper item in 1907 


makes note of a dentist’s visit, and another item in 1919 names 


another dentist who stayed and set up shop at the Watson Hotel. 

Veterinary service was available but only by people who lived 
a few miles away. Newton Lewis of Green Hill, W. R. Carlin of 
Crawford, Roy Bland of Knawl and O. B. Wilson of Big Run hac 
veterinary practices. Itis known that Roy Bland attended a veteri- 
nary training program at Cincinnati, Ohio. 


The Blacksmith Shop 
~~ as is known the first blacksmith was Erasmus R. Brown 
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is shop was located in the village between Holly Run andthe | 


Right Fork of the West Fork and on the south side of the road 
When he opened his shop is not known but his ledger, a part o: 


which is missing, shows entries beginning in 1887 and ending in — 
1896. (The first several pages are missing.) It is likely his shop _ 
opened in the late 1870s or early 1880s because he was born in 


1851. He bought the land on which the shop stood from Minor 
McCray in 1889, after he had been in business for a few years. His 


ledger could serve reasonably well as a census of the adult males _ 


in the territory. He also listed dates work was done, for whom. 
and when some purchases were made — information useful in pin- 
pointing certain events. He turned his shop over to Lewis Paugh 
sometime around 1900 to 1906. 

Ear! Bird said there were two shops in the village at the same 


time and for a short period. The second shop belonged to Jacob | 
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Prince and was located at or near the location of the future depot 
of the Walkersville and Ireland Railroad. The census of 1900 lists 
Jacob Prince, occupation blacksmith. Prince moved out of the 
area about 1901-02. 

Lewis Paugh built a new shop almost adjacent to the E, R. 
Brown Shop and probably practiced his trade in the old shop until 
his new one was completed in October, 1910. Anitem ina coun- 
ty paper described the shop as “the best blacksmith shop in the 
county.” The Paugh shop served a wide area for perhaps thirty 
years and until there was no longer a need for a blacksmith’s ser- 
vices, 

There is no record of the cost of work done by Lewis Paugh or 
the nature of the work. E. R. Brown’s ledger provides such infor- 
mation and for whom it was done, Examples are: two shoes, new, 
(50¢); a mule shoe set (10¢); a mule shoe toed, (10¢); a clevis 
(10¢); new plow ($3.50); bucket bail (10¢); bolt and nut ( 1S¢);2 
maddicks [sic] sharpened (20¢); 2 picks sharpened (10¢); saw 
dressed (25¢); new rake ($14.00) for Preston Croffort [sic]; new 
hoe for P. A. Lorentz (40¢); bridle bit (20¢); syth fixt [sic] (20¢); 
dogs new ($2.25); 4 buggy Springs ($1.25); 2 tyers [sic] set ($1.00); 
new fire shovel for Newton Lewis (50¢); straps for gate (20¢) for 
Nathan Reger; 1 set of gate hinges, 1 new clevis, 1 open ring 
($1.00) for D. H. Hardman. The above excerpts were for 1887. 
During that year he worked on the Musgrave Mill occasionally 
dressing tools and repairing the engine. He spent one day dress- 
ing burrs and was paid one dollar. During the same year he did 
work for W. E. Mick, Tepairing chanes [sic] and dressing tools, in- 
dicating Mick must have had a saw mill somewhere in the area, 
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The Cobbler Shop 


amuel R. Bird had the first shop to make boots and shoes anc 

repair harnesses and saddles. He was in the area as early as 
1866, but it is doubtful if he did leather work until several years 
later. His shop was located near and in front of the present church. 
When he went out of business is not known but probably between 
1900 and 1910. The census of 1900 gave his occupation as 
shoemaker. A deed dated in 1894 refers to a saddle shop of John 


E. McClain. In later years, possibly as late as 1920, a shop was — 


opened in what had been the doctor’s office by Ira Mealey, who = 


was nicknamed “Skinner.” He repaired shoes, mended harnesses _ 


and did other needed leather work. Thorne Craig remarked, “It 
was a grand place to loaf because there was always lots of com- 
pany.” 


The Tannery 


he only tannery was that of Minor McCray which was probab- 
ly started in the 1890s, although there is no specific informa- 
tion regarding the beginning or end of the business. It was 
believed by Thorne Craig, who may have gotten the information 
from his mother, Mrs. Maud Watson Hyer, that McCray went to 
Clarksburg and served an apprenticeship in a tannery there. 
The tannery was located behind the present two-story building 
that housed a store for many years. There were several outdoor 
vats and an old building which comprised the business. Wilbur W. 
Westfall told of the tannery, about Mr. McCray grinding bark with 
a horse-powered mill, and removing the hair and dressing the 
hides in the old building. He said further that if a small child was 
missing for a while the first thought was to look in the vats. Ten 
and twelve year-old boys would try to push each other into the 
foul-smellingvats. Raymond Westfall said the tannery was started 
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to make leather for Sam Bird’s cobbler shop. James Mealey 
removed the vats long after the tannery was gone to prepare the 
site for Alva Alkire’s garage about 1925. The vats were made of 
two inch poplar and were well preserved at the time of removal 
according to Mealey. 


The Hotels 


Tre first hotel, in the opinion of Earl Bird, was owned by John 

E. McClain and the second one by John D. Armstrong. Mor- 
ris Watson agreed about the Armstrong hotel, but did not com- 
ment regarding the one owned by John E. McClain, The county 
papers referred to a hotel owned by John Toms which he sold to 
Jobe Simons in 1908. Simons sold it to Martin and Rose Watson 
in 1909 who made an addition to the building in 1910 believed to 
be a second floor, to meet growing needs brought on by the com- 
pletion of the railroad. The Watsons kept the hotel until 1930-31 
and lived there for several years after closing the hotel. Mrs. Wat- 
son and her daughters were known as fine cooks, and the hotel 
had a reputation of being a good place to be at meal time. 

During its life the hotel provided accommodations to stock and 
timber buyers, to “drummers,” as traveling salesmen were called 
then, to teamsters and other travelers, Regular boarders put up 
at the hotel and included Dr. G. C. Corder, and Raymond C. 
Westfall who ran the Westfall Store, both bachelors at the time. 
Occasionally a traveling dentist would set up shop at the hotel for 
a few days. 


The Grist Mill 


ohn T. Musgrave built a steam-powered grist mill in the village 
about 1885 or 1886 which stood opposite the blacksmith shop. 
It is believed that A. B. Westfall and Isaac Weaver helped with 
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the construction. The E. R. Brown ledger shows he did some work 
at the mill in 1887. Both James Mealey and Earl Bird indicatec 
that Mrs. Musgrave was a hard worker and that her husband. 
John, was quite willing for her to keep at it. According to them. 
she fired the boiler, did other work around the mill and haulec 
wagon loads of produce and milling products to the railroad at 
Arnold Station. Both also reported it was an ordinary sight to see 
her at the mill with flour in her hair. A planing mill was added in — 
time and was housed in a shed-like addition to the main building 
A deed dated February, 1894, refers to the mill as the “Ireland 
Steam Grist Mill and Planing Mill Attached.” While the mill was — 
steam operated it was fired with wood and later coal. George W. 
Bacorn and members of his family dug coal from local sources. In 
time the steam engine was replaced with a gasoline one. 

The coal came from openings that could not accurately be 
described as a mine and were called coal banks. Thorne Craiz 
called it “ground-hog mining” and described it as follows. “This 
operation was probably as old as the community itself. The vein _ 
of coal ran in thickness from eighteen to twenty-four inches. It is 
present under every farm and coal was taken from almost ever) 
farm as the evidence is still visible as the remains of the ‘ground- 
hog holes’.” The chief miners in this operation were the 
Bacorns —Bill, Andy and Milt, and Lon Watson. This was carried — 
on in the late summer and fall of the year. The coal was measured | 
by the bushel and sold for about five cents per bushel, with one 
cent going to the owners and four cents to the diggers. The coa! 
was dug with picks and no explosives were used. It was loaded on © 
a small four wheeled cart of about ten bushel capacity which ran { 
on board rails. The lights used were the open oil type and the © 
small container that held the oil looked somewhat like a small! 
pitcher, with the wick sticking out of the pitcher spout. The light- { 
ing was poor but the lamps were safe enough as there was no | 
danger of gas. This operation passed with the time.” The picks | 
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referred to were sharpened at the Brown blacksmith shop for five 
or ten cents, 

James Mealey remarked that the steam boiler at the Musgrave 
mill was fired with coal from the Ed Mick farm and from what 
was then the Nathan Reger farm, 

The Musgrave family sold the mill about 1901 to T. Sobisca 
Swick who ran it for about ten years and sold it to Dr. F. B, Eurit 
and Albert McClain. An item ina County paper in 1912 reported 
the mill was doing well and shipping about $1800 worth of flour 
and feed stuffs a week. It changed hands a time or two until ob- 
tained by George S. Andrew in 1921, who had it torn down after 


Sawmills and Lumber 


he Alvin B. Westfall family lived in the village from about 1885 

until 1900, He had a saw mill which may have been the first 
one. The need for lumber at that time was Strictly local because 
there was no way to transport it out of the area. He also had a 
planing mill that was located near the creek and opposite the 
family home, now the Property of Fay and Betty Heavener, Lum- 
ber for the two churches could have come from either the 
Westfall mill and planing mill or the Musgrave planing mill men- 
tioned earlier. 

The first saw mill for commercial purposes was put in opera- 
tion after the completion of the railroad to Ireland. It may have 
been owned by John I. Bender. Located just above the village and 
along the Duffy Road, it was steam operated. It blew up on the 
morning of March 16, 1916, and killed Clay Bland, Thomas and 
Claud Bennett, brothers, and Lee McCartney. Alva “Ab” Mealey 
was severely injured but recovered after hospitalization at 
Clarksburg. Frank Bacornwas also injured, but less seriously, and 
was hospitalized at Fairmont, At the time of the explosion a 
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united protracted meeting was in progress at the churches. The 
mill was replaced and remained in operation for a few years under 
the management of W. P. “Bum” Shock. At times the entire bot- 
tom between the village and the mill would be covered with stacks 
of lumber. A switch off the railroad provided access to it. 
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The Alvin B. Westfall home was built in 1890. This photograph, showing 
the Westfall family, was taken four years later. The property was sold in 
1900 to the Preston Crawford family. (Photograph courtesy of Mrs. Radine 
Westfall Techeira, Jane Lew.) 


Stave mills were operated from time to time, sometimes in con- 
junction with a lumber mill and asa separate entity at other times. 
A newspaper item in 1912 mentioned that Jno Bender of 
Burnsville was in the area looking over stave mills. It should be 
noted that William E. Mick, a timber man, owned a saw mill near 
Walkersville about 1907. He built a narrow gauge railroad in the 
pursuit of his lumber business. It is assumed that he moved his 
mill as circumstances required but it is not known if he had a mill 


32 Ireland, WV 


location in the vicinity of Ireland. When and where the first mill 
was started is unknown. 
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Now the home of Faye and Betty Crawford Heavener, this 1988 
photograph shows the Westfall home as it appears today. 


The Telephone 


I 1903 The People’s United Telephone Company extended its 

lines from the Weston area to much or all of the county. The 
first telephone came to the village about 1904 to 1906 and was lo- 
cated in Westfall’s Hardware Store. Within a short time the line 
began to extend to Duffy and Bablin. Mrs. Eula McClain 
Houghton, who was native to the area, said in a 1976 interview 
that each subscriber to the service was expected to put up and 
maintain one half mile of line. Within a year or two a second line, 
known as the Kanawha District Telephone Company provided 
service to sections of Braxton County. 

The two lines had a common “switchboard” or exchange which 
was located in the Westfall store or residence. In the early 1980s 
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Dr. Wilbur W. Westfall, in discussing the telephone, said cus- 
tomers of one service could not speak directly to those on the 
other line or service, and the switchboard operator was frequent- 
ly asked to give messages to people on the other. Usually these 
were routine but sometimes unusual. He cited a case in which he 
was asked to “cuss out” a person on the other line for backing out 
ona cattle deal. He was of the opinion this request went beyond 
his youthful diplomatic skills. 

In 1909 the switchboard was moved to the Watson Hotel where 
Maud Watson handled it for $25.00 annually. In 1912 it was 
moved to the David Mealey home and stayed there until about 
1922. It was moved to other homes and finally to Walkersville. It 
had been, and remained, under the supervision of William T. 
Bacorn. The line absorbed some other lines and in time merged 
with a larger system which came under the regulations of the 
Public Service Commission. 

The line was an open one and anyone who “took down the 
receiver” could listen in on any conversation taking place. This 
practice was not an approved one and amounted to pleasant 
snooping. Subscribers were called by a number of “rings on the 
telephone.” Three longs were for the switchboard and a varied 
selection of longs and/or shorts were assigned to subscribers. For 
example, one long ring and one short; or one long and two shorts; 
or two longs, etc. Some people liked to talk, and an invitation to 
a gab session consisted of a number of jingles on the telephone. 
That was all that was needed for three or four people to initiate 
anews broadcast. The telephone directory was one sheet of small 
tablet paper pinned to the wall beside the telephone, listing the 
few subscribers names and the “rings” to get them. 

Lightning was a cause for concern because of the possibility it 
might run along the telephone line and strike the house. It was 
not unusual for the telephone to jingle a time or two during an 
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electrical storm. Some disconnected the line during a storm while 
some others, lacking this capability, would place a feather pillow 
over the connections in the belief that the feathers would provide 
protection. Others might go to a nearby home which had no 
telephone. 
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Transportation 


he area was slow in developing because of a lack of transpor- 

tation. For almost fifty years the only means of getting to Wes 
ton was by walking, horseback, or horse-drawn vehicles. 
Merchandise was hauled in and out by wagons. The developme=: 
of the Weston-Richwood Railroad between 1890 and 1900 im- 
proved the situation when Arnold Station became a shipping 
point, possibly as early as 1892. Travelers from that point could 
take the train to Weston and outside points. Horses would be le* 
at the livery stable until the travelers returned. Further improve- 
ment occurred in 1906 when the Coal and Coke Railroad was 
completed and Walkersville became a shipping point. 


The Walkersville & Ireland Railroad 


County tecords show a contract was made between The 

Maryland Rail Company and The Walkersville and Ireland 
Railroad Company on October 24, 1907, when W. E. Mick and 
Son incorporated the railroad to haul timber to their mill at 
Walkersville. The railroad reached Ireland in 1908 and construc- 
tion stopped for two or three years. In 1911 additional right-of- 
way was obtained and the road was extended to Bablin by the end 
of 1913. It was later extended to Ingo. The Micks retained owner- 
ship until 1917, when they sold it to Hiner and Tinney, of Buck- 
hannon, who had timber holdings on the Little Kanawha River, 
By this time a number of flat cars had been built, some or all by 
Walter Adams, who also built the only passenger coach. The new 
owners purchased a new engine, some new cars anda log loader, 
according to newspaper accounts. Also in 1917, the Holt Lumber 
Company of Pennsylvania, purchased a large tract of timber in 
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the Bablin area, the Hiner and Tinney lumber business, and the 
H. & T. interest in the railroad, The Holt company office and mill 
burned in 1919 and the company disposed of its timber interests 
and the company railroad. 

In building the road several trestles had to be built and cat- 
tleguards at every farmers’ property line. The track was not well 
ballasted and in some places would undulate just ahead of the en- 
gine. Cross ties were not evenly spaced, making walking a little 
difficult. Tie lengths were not standardized; some were only long 
enough to spike the rails, while others were two or even three feet 
longer. A siding was built at the intersection of the Treland-Duffy 
toad with the Fall Run road and was known as the “Eurit Switch” 
for many years. Washouts occurred from time to time and some 
resulted in considerable damage, often putting the road out of 

Service for several days at a time. It is doubtful the train exceeded 
ten miles per hour and a runner could easily outdistance it. 
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Rolling stock included two engines, known by the small kids = 
“Blow George” and “M: andy,” several flat cars, a Passenger coacs 
two box cars, and several coal cars which could be dumped from 


conductor was H. O. Wilson of Walkersville. A later one, for 
several years, was John Woody of Ingo. Some of the early engin- 


crew put out the fire, and the train then went on, Occasionally an 
excursion run would be made to Walkersville or Bablin, Then, 


terhead shows Winchester, Virginia as the location of the execu- 
tive office and John S. Scully, Jr. as president, and the general 
manager at Walkersville as S. F. Douglas. Considerable work was 
done in improving the road bed and track. New equipment was 
purchased, including a Ford bus for passenger service and a motor 
car for the general manager’s use. Turn tables were built at 
Ireland and Bablin to turn the engine and bus. 

The bus made an extra trip each school day to accommodate 
high school students. Special rates to students who were regular 
patrons were established as follows: Walkersville to Lee Bull’s 
farm (10¢); Walkersville to Sugar Camp (12¢); Walkersville to 
McChord Run (15¢) and Walkersville to Ireland (20¢). 

These special rates were five cents less than the regular fare. 
Other stops were at Browns, Eurit Switch, Duffy, Ballards, 
Bablin, Old Camp, and Trace Run. The bus pulled a small trailer 
and often carried small freight items. David Dawson of 
Walkersville was the bus driver, 

Freight rates for the train were at the rate of fifteen cents per 
hundred pounds from Walkersville to Ireland. “Express” rates 
covered eggs, poultry (live or dressed), fresh meats, fruit, 
vegetables, and live animals, and cost five cents more, Rates by 
the ton were much less. Special rates applied to feed and fertilizer 
hauled from Walkersville to Ireland and cost $1.40 per ton, Ship- 
pers were discouraged from using the bus for small freight by 
charging higher rates. Regular or express rates were double the 
regular freight rates, and “all shipments were to be weighed and 
not guessed at.” 

Four wheeled, pedal-powered vehicles, called “speeders” were 
used by a few people and a small charge was levied for their use. 
The charge was paid by some and ignored by others. 

The train schedule coincided with that of the Coal and Coke 
R.R. (later B. & O.), but two days were required to travel to Wes- 
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ton and return. The trip involved a change of trains requiring « 
long wait at Orlando. 

A 1928 Public Service Commission report shows the company 
had two locomotives, twenty-three freight cars and one passenger 
coach. Income was given as $7,980.33; operating and transporta- 
tion costs $12,904.22; supplies and repairs $3,751.45, and general 
expenses as $2,250. Income did not include that made from haul- 
ing lumber and coal owned by the company. Due to declining 
revenues the company was granted permission to discontinue all 
service and abandon operation in a P.S.C. order dated June 12, 
1930. 

The railroad served a very useful service for twenty-two years. 
Because of its limitations, eccentricities, and sometimes erratic 
schedule, the abbreviation of its name, The W. & S., was trans- 
lated by a local humorist into the “Walk and Shove,” but by al- 
most everyone, the train, known as “The Dinkey,” was regarded 
with good humor and affection. 


The Automobile 


he automobile, or perhaps one, may have come to Ireland as 

early as 1909 or 1910. Albert McClain was reported to have 
purchased an automobile in 1915 for $1400, according to a coun- 
ty newspaper report. This could have been the first car owned by 
aresident of the community. An earlier paper reported Dr. G. C. 
Corder was considering buying a car. In July, 1916, a paper 
reported, “There were more cars in Ireland on a single day than 
ever before,” but the number was not given. 

As the number of cars increased the roads were improved and 
became passable from spring to fall. A round trip to Weston was 
easily accomplished in a single day, with time to conduct business 
or shop. In 1926 or 1927 a taxi service to Weston was established 
by Alva Alkire. Two seven-passenger touring cars were used and 
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made daily trips six days each week. Construction of U. S. High- 
way No. 19 brought regular bus service, provided by the West Vir- 
ginia Transportation Company, owned by the B. & O. Railroad, 
and eliminated the need for the taxi service. 
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Voting 


The first voting precinct available to the village residents was at 
Collin’s Settlement, a distance of about seven miles. A few 
years later, in 1835, a second precinct was established at Bennett's 
Mill. These were the only places to vote in 1852 and for several 
years later in the southern end of the county. The Weston 
Democrat report of May 28, 1881 listed polling places of 
Walkersville and McCartney, and went on to say “the polls were 
not counted as there was no evidence officers conducting elec- 
tions took the desired oath.” Three weeks later, the same paper 
listed election costs at Walkersville and Glady Fork, with no men- 
tion of McCartney, leaving doubt as to the precinct’s location or 
existence. Were Glady Fork and McCartney one and the same? 

In 1900 Walkersville and Duffy were voting places and Duffy 
reported one hundred and six votes in the general election, and 
one hundred and seventy-seven in 1902. In 1922 some precincts 
were divided; Walkersville, Ireland and Bablin were the 
precincts, and Duffy was eliminated as a voting place. Until this 
occurred all voters living south of Sugar Camp went to Duffy to 
vote. In later years Bablin was removed from the list of precincts. 
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Other Things 


here had to be feed stores. Erasmus R. Brown and Jacob 

Prince started one in 1887 and maintained it for an unknown 
length of time. It sold animal feed produced at the Musgrave Mill. 
Another, and later one was owned by Dr. F. B. Eurit and Samuel 
Collins who sold feed and fertilizer. A newspaper item reported 
that two carloads of fertilizer were distributed by April 6, 1912. 
Still a third store was operated at a later date from the first floor 
of a two-story building beside the railroad track and behind the 
hotel. The last owner of this building was George S. Andrew, and 
the store closed in the early 1920s. 

Another need was a barber shop. William M. Harris had the 
first one. Authority for this is found in a letter from Dr. Wilbur 
W. Westfall. He did not mention a time, but it was probably be- 
tween 1900-1905. Records show Harris purchased a lot in 1902. 
He was followed by Andrew “Andy” Bacorn who moved to the 
village in 1906, according to the November 16, 1906 issue of the 
Weston Democrat. Four years later the same paper noted that 
“Dick Brown is our barber now.” Thorne Craig remembered the 
barber shop. “It was there, all right, with a barber chair. I have 
been in this establishment.” For him to have remembered it 
would indicate it was in use as late as 1915 or beyond. The need 
for the barber shop ended, but there was still a need for some bar- 
ber service. Alva Alkire, who had been a barber in Morgantown 
returned in the pursuit of other business and cut hair as a sideline 
or an accommodation. It was not long until several people were 
able to meet the need with reasonable skill and usually without 
charge. 


There was also a band, but nothing is known about it other than 
Burton Mick and Morris Watson were members. John L. Bennett 
did clock and watch repair. Jesse E. McConkey, a farmer, also had 
a paying hobby or sideline as a photographer. Photographs taken 
by him and placed on mounting cards are in existence and are of 
good quality. Judging from the estimated age of the subjects, they 
could have been taken as early as 1895. The card mounts show 
the photographs were taken by “McConkey and Edwards, Ar- 
tists.” A letter written in 1901 shows that McConkey was doing 
photographic work and being paid for it. 

A Boy Scout Troop was formed under the direction of Audra 
W. Reger prior to 1915. A few years later it was revived, this time 
under the direction of Fred Weaver. 

A uniformed baseball team was developed and was reported 
to be a good one. The players were recruited from the general 
area but sometimes well beyond the community’s area. An oc- 
casional photograph of the team is found in possession of some 


4 Nene HR. : he ‘ Rhy! ye i. 
The Ireland baseball team. Front row (left to right): 0.B. Wilson, Audra 

Pyar James Mick, Alonzo Mick. Back row (left to right): Emerson Benett, 
a . Davis, Vance McCray, Walter Mick, Darius Ewing, William Cunnin- 
gham. 
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of the player’s descendants. The players were Emerson Bennett, 
William Cunningham, G. O, Davis, Darius Ewing, Vincent Mc- 
Cray, Alonzo, James and Walter Mick, Audra Reger and O. B. 
Wilson. 

Two or three lodges were chartered, IOOF Lodge No. 270 was 
instituted March 17, 1905 with forty four members. Its charter was 
withdrawn September 20, 1932. It met on the second floor of a 
building purchased by the lodge for its use which was located 
across the road from the present funeral home. The Modern 
Woodmen of America issued a charter for Camp No. 11030 at 
Ireland on May 21, 1914, with thirteen charter members listed as 
Audie L. Armstrong, Thomas W. Bennett, Noah Boone, Grover 
C. Corder, James B. Hamilton, Charley S. Kincaid, James 
Mealey, Lonnie E. Mick, Darius Tounsend, Laurence Warner 
and Carl W. Watson. Meetings were held on the second floor of 
the feed store beside the railroad track mentioned elsewhere. 

Apparently the Knights of Pythias may have had repre- 
sentation, The following item, taken from a 1921 issue of a coun- 
ty paper, and written by Rev. Perry R. Rood, suggests as much. 
“The IOOF and K of P of Ireland will have a great celebration 
and picnic at the Ireland Park. The number of speakers on the 
roll promises something worthwhile for all who come. Lunch 
stands will provide eatables for all. Let all know that disorder, 
such as drinking, and cursing and fighting, is strictly forbidden, 
for an officer will be in occupation, so let none Stay away on this 
account.” 

The American Red Cross was also represented when The 
Treland Auxiliary of the Weston Chapter was formed in June 
1918, with Miss Carrie Lowther, President; Mrs. E. D. Crowe, 
Secretary and Mrs. Eugenia Cunningham, Treasurer. Within 
three months membership totaled seventy-six and included al- 
most all the women in the extreme southern end of the county. 
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One Liners 
From the County Papers 


Weston Democrat 

May 28, 1881—The Walkersville-McCartney Rolls were not 
counted as there was no evidence officers conducting the election 
took the desired oath. 

July3, 1906 — Ed Ballard hauled 1002 feet of one inch oak lum- 
ber with two horses from Duffy to Walkersville last week. 

September 14, 1906 —John L. Bennett sold his farm to Emery 
Hull for $40.00 per acre and bought it back at $50.00 per acre. 

November 16, 1906 — Our school commenced the Sth inst. with 
32 pupils. 

April 5, 1907—School closed March, 23, a Saturday, with a 
large crowd present. 

April 19, 1907 —Loomis Cunningham sold his lumber to the 
Burnsville Veneering Company and it is now being hauled to 
Walkersville in log form. 

April 19, 1907—Loris Eurit (age 10) is selling the Saturday 
Blade and Chicago Ledger. 

May 31, 1907 —Dr. Waymouth, the dentist, was here last week. 

July 26, 1907 Ralph Crawford has been studying law at In- 
dianapolis. 

October 4, 1907—Cooper’s steam threshing machine was in 
the Ireland area last week. 

December 6, 1907 — Wild turkeys are said to be plentiful along 
the Little Kanawha. 

February 8, 1908—A social was held at P. H. Crawford’s and 
Craig Swick was there with his gramaphone. 

May 5, 1908—The W. & I. Railroad is being built in our town 
and the cars will be running in a few days. 
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October ?, 1909—The first automobile was seen in Ireland 
Sunday. 

March 10, 1910—Tuesday was opening day at Miss Carrie 
Lowther’s Millinery Store. 

April 22, 1910— Martin Watson is building an addition to the 
hotel. 

January 20, 1911—Lorentz Bennett of Walkersville was at 
Ireland last week installing McCasky Account Ledgers at the O. 
B. Westfall and H. C. Hamrick stores. 

September 15, 1911—Chestnuts are at one cent per pound on 
the market. 

April 5, 1912 —The Ireland Milling Company handles as much 
as $1800 worth of feed a week. 

October 5, 1912—The Hope Natural Gas Company is obtain- 
ing right-of-way to run a line from Ireland to Duffy. 

October ?, 1912— Potatoes are selling at fifty cents a bushel. 

February 26, 1915 - J. O. Bleigh is selling stave silos. 


Weston independent 
ovember 27, 1917 —Dr. Roy Bland of Knawlis taking a veteri- 
nary course at Cincinnatti. 


Weston Democrat 
arch 1, 1918 — The Ireland Lumber Company’s saw and stave 
mill changed hands and W. P. Shock is the new owner. 


Weston independent 
December 24, 1918 — Twenty teams are hauling split staves and 


poplar logs from J. F. Bull’s place to Ireland, making two trips a 
day. 

July ?, 1919—Dr. E. L. Bond, dentist of Weston, is at Ireland 
for several days. 

September 2, 1919 —John Sprigg and Okey Alkire are out with 
their new threshing machine and report good crops. 

October ? 1919 —Two air planes went over Ireland last week. 

August 10, 1920—The flood severely damaged the W. & R. 
Railroad with several bridges washed out. 
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The Covered Bridge at 
Walkersville 


This bridge, commonly known as The Red Bridge, is outside the 

territory of the Ireland community and is mentioned here be- 
cause its history is of much interest to many people and should 
not be lost. The June 19, 1981 issue of The Charleston Daily Mail 
carried a story on the State’s historic bridges. Information for the 


one stone could be hauled at atime ona wagon. The foreman was 
Porter Kemp, and he and the other three workers Stayed at the 
home of Mr. Reeder’s father, on Big Run. 
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